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But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and
be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there
will be disorder and every vile practice. (Jas 3:14-16)
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel.
(Jas 4:1-2a)
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A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another."
(Joh 13:34-35)
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I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
(Rom 12:1-3)
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For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the
same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.
(Rom 12:4-5)
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Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches,
in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with
cheerfulness. Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.
(Rom 12:6-9)
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Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do
not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient
in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
(Rom 12:10-12)
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Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep.
(Rom 12:13-15)
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Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
Never be wise in your own sight.
(Rom 12:16)
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Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of
all.
(Rom 12:17)
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If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
(Rom 12:18)
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Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." To the contrary, "if your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will
heap burning coals on his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.
(Rom 12:19-21)
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If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord." To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.
(Rom 12:18-21)
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If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to
drink, for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.
(Pro 25:21-22)
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Noted for his courage, and for his patience
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Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of
conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers
of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom
taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is
owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
(Rom 13:1-7)

And looking intently at the council, Paul said, "Brothers, I have lived my life before
God in all good conscience up to this day." And the high priest Ananias commanded
those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, "God is
going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to
the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?" Those who stood by
said, "Would you revile God's high priest?" And Paul said, "I did not know, brothers,
that he was the high priest, for it is written, 'You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your
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people.'"
(Act 23:1-5)

8 Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject
authority, and revile [a]angelic majesties. 9 But Michael the archangel, when he
disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce
against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these men
revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by
instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are [b]destroyed. (NASB)

32



Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." Love does
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
(Rom 13:8-10)

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone;
the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.
(Rom 13:11-14)
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"Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be
judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see
the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own
eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,'
when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
(Mat 7:1-5)
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Last week, I heard a presentation by a fellow who often engages in public debates
and discussions about the sanctity of life of unborn children.  He has debated a
certain person, several times, who advocates that it is OK for a woman to kill her
unborn child.  He called the person he debates his friend and that they often meet
for dinner before they debate one another.  When he is asked how he can do this
with a person who advocates such an unscriptural and unloving practice, he says,
“They are no more a sinner than I was before I was saved.”  We can affirm the
person, affirm their humanity, without agreeing with their sinful practices.
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We had two verses from Philippians, but here is a well-known theologians summary
of the conflict resolution principles in the whole book.
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Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips and harbors deceit in his heart; when
he speaks graciously, believe him not, for there are seven abominations in his heart;
(Pro 26:24-25)
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Eph 4:29 is a command and not a suggestion

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without
reproach, and it will be given him.
(Jas 1:5)

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
(Psa 119:105)
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Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of
conscience.  (Rom 13:1-5)

Fathers, ….., but bring [your children] up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
(Eph 6:4)

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own
blood. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock;  (Act 20:28-29)

preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and
exhort, with complete patience and teaching. (2Ti 4:2)
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Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to
much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.  (Tit 2:3-
5)

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
(Gal 6:1-2)

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age."  (Mat 28:18-20)

As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest
may stand in fear.  (1Ti 5:20)
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Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men
as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity. (1Ti
5:1-2)

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey
the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they
see your respectful and pure conduct. (1Pe 3:1-2)

Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the
sake of conscience. (Rom 13:5)

Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three
witnesses. (1Ti 5:19)
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"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen,
take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile
and a tax collector.
(Mat 18:15-17)
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If you grab a dog by the ears, how will that make the dog feel?  Submissive or
rebellious?  If our objective is to be peacemakers, we will avoid actions that tend to
bring out the rebellious streak in others.  And something that makes people feel
rebellious is to get involved where we have no business.
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God reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2Co 5:18, 20)

Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance
with me." But he said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?"
(Luke 12:13-14)
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[Misunderstood]…tell me more about what you meant…what did you do?...why did
you do that?
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Computers allow us to make mistakes at a much faster pace than we could
otherwise.

It is personally humiliating and that is not consistent with our role as God’s
peacemakers.
Let each person speak for themselves, for three of reasons:
1. You may have misunderstood – Now you will need to apologize for your critical

comments to a wider group
2. Not all may agree with your concerns
3. If someone sends a misguided email to ten people, it is much more effective in

straightening them out if they hear from each of the ten individually.

[end] I find it helpful to write out what I am going to say.
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To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because
of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were
enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge-- even as the testimony about Christ
was confirmed among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end,
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1Co 1:2-8)
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"A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in
connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two
witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established.  (Deu 19:15)
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The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines
him.  (Pro 18:17)

Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment."  (Joh 7:24)
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Several times the scriptures mention the concept of two or three witnesses.  It is
always described in the context of a legal or court examination.  God requires that
before someone is punished, that the guilt must be proven by reliable evidence, and
one witness is not reliable.
Brethren, many griefs are brought into the family and the church by the failure to
utilize God’s standard of proof.  We need faith to trust that God’s rule is right in our
dealings with one another.  There are those who would make false accusations, but
we stop them in their tracks when we require proof from other witnesses.  No matter
how trustworthy, not matter how important the accuser is, God’s standard of justice
requires that we turn a deaf ear to their claim, unless they present further proof.  If
the members and leadership of a congregation are diligent in following this principle,
many troubles will be squashed before they start.
[Advance]
I don’t have time to go into it further, but scripture implies there is one exception to
the principle of multiple witnesses, and that is with our family.  If your spouse, your
child, your parent, makes an accusation against someone outside the family, then
act as an advocate for them.
[Advance]
I will warn you that trusting God’s principle of 2-3 witnesses can be a big burden in
certain conditions.  When we know that someone has done something to harm us or
others, but we cannot prove it, then we must be quiet.  We must trust God to punish
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the evil one in his good time.

It has also been my experience that when I humbly confront someone and they
refuse to admit their bad behavior, that they often change that behavior.  While I
would prefer they confess their wrong, it is much more important that they stop doing
wrong, and I should be satisfied with that.

Brethren it takes faith to trust God to deal with secret sin, but it will protect our
relationships.
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These are not preferences or suggestions, but commands.

I saw a situation in the mission field where one missionary, I think out of jealousy,
constantly accused another of various misdeeds. None of the accusations were
true, but the innocent party was continually expected to respond to the various
charges brought against them.  This went on for years.  One charge would be
refuted and another one created.  The local congregations were in a continual state
of turmoil over this.  The main reason they were, in my opinion, is that the local
believers did not require the accuser to present evidence of his accusations.  If they
had followed the admonition of 1 Tim 5:19, then the jealous false accuser would
have been stymied, because he had no proof.

Next, let’s put on a different and look at this from a different perspective.
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We have been looking at these principles of conflict resolution from the perspective
of the accuser, the one who was wronged.  Let’s look briefly at it from a different
perspective.
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[Accept]…Long record in scripture of God using others to deliver his rebuke and
correction.  Of course, not everyone who attempts to rebuke and correct us will be
bringing God’s message – Many will bring a selfish or ungodly message.  That
means we need to listen and discern what critiques are valid and which are off
base.  I must be prepared to listen openly to all before I filter the good from the bad.

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by
the heat of summer. Selah I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my
iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the
iniquity of my sin. Selah  (Psalm 32:3-5)

[Take comfort] One challenge we face is that when people offer advice, they could
be wrong.  They could also be attempting to manipulate us for their benefit.  The
criticism that was leveled at Job by 3 of his friends and the accusations made about
our Savior are proof that not all feedback we get will be true.  Not all feedback we
get will be something we should accept or respond to.

With me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human
court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. It is the Lord who judges me.  (1Co 4:3,
4b)
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I think the biggest reqrets I have from my younger years are that:
1) I was not tolerant enough of feedback and criticism
2) I did not know how to apologize and, in many cases, I did not know how

Please:  Demonstrate to your children and grandchildren how to listen to criticism
without getting defensive and show them how to apologize when they do or say
something that others find offensive.
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If a malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing, then both parties to
the dispute shall appear before the LORD, before the priests and the judges who
are in office in those days. The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a
false witness and has accused his brother falsely, then you shall do to him as he
had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst.
(Deuteronomy 19:16-19)

The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines
him.  (Proverbs 18:17)
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"If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the LORD your God is
giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil in the sight of the LORD your
God, in transgressing his covenant, and has gone and served other gods and
worshiped them, or the sun or the moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have
forbidden, and it is told you and you hear of it, then you shall inquire diligently, and if
it is true and certain that such an abomination has been done in Israel, then you
shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has done this evil thing, and
you shall stone that man or woman to death with stones. On the evidence of two
witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person
shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. The hand of the witnesses
shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the
people. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. (Deuteronomy 17:2-7)

The one who is being accused in Matthew 18 is being sentenced to death relative to
the fellowship of the church, probably including the fellowship of their own family.
Shouldn’t the burden of proof be at the highest level before the congregation takes
such an action?
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Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."
(Matthew 18:18-20)
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He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter replied, "You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."  (Matthew 16:15-19)
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It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is
not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. …Let him who
has done this be removed from among you. For though absent in body, I am
present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one
who did such a thing. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord.  (1 Corinthians 5:1-2a,3-5)
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But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of
brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler,
drunkard, or swindler--not even to eat with such a one.  (1 Corinthians 5:11)
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Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the
tradition that you received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to
imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat
anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and
day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. It was not because we do not
have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. For even when
we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work,
let him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at
work, but busybodies.  (2 Thess 3:6-11)

Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their
work quietly and to earn their own living. As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in
doing good. If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that
person, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. Do not regard
him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.  (2 Thess 3:12-15)

What does this withdrawal look like? (vs. 14)
• Have nothing to do with (ESV, NRSV)
• Have no company with (KJV, ASV)
• Don’t associate with (CSB, CEB, MEG, NASB, NIV)
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The rule for Happy Living that we are exploring is Trust in God.  We trust in God’s
3M’s of conflict resolution
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