Scriptures and notes for August 19 Bible Class “Trust God’s Principles in Resolving Conflict”
All quotes from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless indicated otherwise
God’s methods of conflict resolution
· Choose your battles carefully
o Confront only when (and always when?) you can be of benefit to others
o Overlook what you cannot change
§ Only God can deal with certain issues – trust him
· Treat the offender with respect, affirm their value
o Always attempt to win the person, not the battle; reject revenge
· Act on proof, not accusations
· Respect and utilize the processes and authority structures God has established to deal with conflict
Romans 12:18-21
If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it
to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." To the contrary, "if your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
coals on his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Proverbs 24:17-18
Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when he stumbles, do not let your heart rejoice, or the LORD will see and
disapprove and turn his wrath away from him. (NIV)
Proverbs 25:21-22
If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, for you will heap
burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.
Romans 12:20
If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink, and they will be
ashamed of what they have done to you.” (NLT96)
Proverbs 20:22
If someone does something against you, don’t try to punish him yourself. Wait for the Lord! In the end, he will
make you the winner. (ERV)
1 Thessalonians 5:15
See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone.
Acts 20:35
In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.‘
Romans 13:1-7
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those
that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his

approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For because of this
you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is
owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
Acts 23:1-5
And looking intently at the council, Paul said, "Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all good conscience
up to this day." And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth.
Then Paul said to him, "God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me
according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?" Those who stood by said,
"Would you revile God's high priest?" And Paul said, "I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for
it is written, 'You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.'"
Jude 8-10
Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic
majesties. But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses,
did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these men
revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning
animals, by these things they are destroyed.
Matthew 7:1-5
Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the
measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not
notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your
eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
Comparing Specks and Logs
· Principle: Some things should be “big” in my eyes, others should be “small”
o Logs: My own offenses against Christ
§ And when I offend others, I offend Christ
o Specks: Others offenses against me
· No one can ever offend me as much as I have offended Christ
· I must approach others with a clear sense of my own failings and Christ’s mercy toward me
o My humility and mercy soften other’s hearts
Romans 2:1
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things.
When is it time to confront?
· When my motives are pure
· When I have established a relationship
· When I have the wisdom to help

·
·

When it is my God-ordained responsibility
When the person is ready to listen

Philippians 2:3-4
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each
of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be
the same as that of Christ Jesus. (NIV)
Proverbs 26:24-25
Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips and harbors deceit in his heart; when he speaks graciously,
believe him not, for there are seven abominations in his heart;
Ephesians 4:29
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. (NIV)
Ephesians 6:4
Fathers, ….., but bring [your children] up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Acts 20:28-29
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my departure fierce
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
2 Timothy 4:2
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience
and teaching.
Titus 2:3-5
Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach
what is good, and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure,
working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.
Galatians 6:1-2
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ.
Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end
of the age."
1 Timothy 5:1-2
Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as brothers, older women
as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity.

1 Peter 3:1-2
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be
won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct.
1 Timothy 5:19
Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses.
Proverbs 27:14
If a man loudly blesses his neighbor early in the morning, it will be taken as a curse. (NIV)
Matthew 7:6
Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and
turn to attack you.
Matthew 18:15-17
"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Matthew 18:14
It is not the will of my father that one of these little ones should perish.
Matthew 18:35
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.
Proverbs 26:17
Like one who seizes a dog by the ears is a passer-by who meddles in a quarrel not his own. (NIV)
Yanking a dog’s ears is as foolish as interfering in someone else’s argument. (NLT)
Luke 12:13-14
Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." But he said to
him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?"
1 Corinthians 1:2-8
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all
those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of
the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech
and all knowledge-- even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you-- so that you are not lacking
in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end,
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Trust in God’s 3 M’s of Conflict Resolution
· Motive (Reconciliation)
o If my objective is aligned with God’s:

·
·

§ Choices of action become clearer
§ God promises to bless my efforts
Mindset (Humility)
o The right attitude will soften hearts (the wrong one will harden them)
Methods (Affirm worth)
o God’s procedures bring results, protect from mistakes

